MINUTES
DANBURY TOWN COUNCIL
REMOTE MEETING via ZOOM
April 28, 2021

A meeting of the Danbury Town Council was held remotely via ZOOM on Wednesday, April 28,
2021 at 6:30 P.M.
Present at Town Hall were Mayor Janet Whitt and Town Administrator Mike Barsness.
In attendance remotely were Council Members Steve Shelton, Gary East and Wendi Spraker.
Also present remotely was Town Attorney Eugene Russell and Neill Caldwell representing
Stokes News. Council Member Dave Hoskins was absent.
Mayor Whitt called the meeting to order at 6:31 P.M.
On motion of Steve Shelton, seconded by Wendi Spraker, it was unanimously
RESOLVED to approve the agenda as proposed with two additional discussion items: a
resolution and an easement.
PUBLIC COMMENT: None
COUNCIL MEMBER COMMENTS: None
CONSENT AGENDA:
1. On motion of Wendi Spraker, seconded by Steve Shelton, it was unanimously
RESOLVED to approve the minutes of the March 24, 2021 meeting.
2. On motion of Wendi Spraker, seconded by Gary East, it was unanimously
RESOLVED to approve the Accounts Payable for March 17, 2021 to April 22, 2021.
MAYOR’S REPORT: Mayor Whitt informed council members that formal photos can be
arranged for September 22nd or October 27th about 15 to 20 minutes before council meeting
time. More information to follow.
OLD BUSINESS: None.
NEW BUSINESS:
1. On motion of Steve Shelton, seconded by Gary East, it was unanimously
RESOLVED to approve Fire and Rescue Services contracts beginning July 1, 2021 and
running through June 30, 2023.
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2. TAC Report: Steve Shelton reported that the Pedestrian Safety Project was now
scheduled to begin August 1st. Also, revenue, e.g., gas tax and car sales, necessary for
funding NCDOT projects has been restored to near pre-pandemic levels.
3. On motion of Gary East, seconded by Steve Shelton, it was unanimously
RESOLVED to oppose SB349/HB401 “Increase Housing Opportunities” and send a
resolution to that effect to state representatives and the governor.
ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT:
1. Current budget is nearing final amended form. Began the year at $96,600 and will end
at approximately $79,000. Final details will be ready for the June meeting.
2. Next year’s budget will be approximately $72,000 plus $20,000 for the pedestrian project
that will eventually be reimbursed.
3. We requested an address change for 104 King Circle because the business faces Main
Street and customers enter the residential neighborhood looking for the business. It is
now 204 Main Street.
4. Council was made aware of American Rescue Plan funding that will be available in the
coming months. Danbury share is $50,000 spread over two years. Careful thought will
be needed in determining best use, eligibility, and if we have the capability of managing
public programs of this nature.
5. Eddy McGee, Arts Council Director, has requested we consider specially designed
crosswalks that resemble a piano keyboard and guitar neck as part of the pedestrian
safety project. NCDOT will be asked to consider this change.
6. There is interest from the County and Arts Council to improve the streetscape, possibly
to include taking responsibility for its ongoing maintenance. This will be pursued further
with Eddy McGee.
7. Street repair work began today on Sheeprock Road. Crestview Road and North Mill hill
will follow.
8. Duke Energy is asking for an easement to access one of their power poles that currently
sits on Town property. More detail regarding exact location of the proposed easement is
needed before consideration.
9. Trees and limbs have been cleaned up after recent storms on Crestview, Main Street,
and Meadow Road. Also a drainage issue on Meadow Road will need to be addressed
at some point due to improperly laid pipe. Cost to replace the pipe is estimated at $1215,000. The alternative is to fill the sinking area every few years and leave the pipe
alone.
10. Revenue, based on 10 months of data, is maintaining a level 2.4% above last year.
11. Arts Council Director Eddy McGee has applied for a Duke Energy grant of $25,000 to be
used to update the arts block façade.
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On motion of Gary East, seconded by Wendi Spraker, it was unanimously
RESOLVED to adjourn the meeting. The time was 7:17 PM.

______________________________________
Janet S. Whitt
Mayor
Attest:

___________________________________
Dianne B. Starnes
Town Clerk

