MINUTES
DANBURY TOWN COUNCIL
DANBURY LIBRARY
February 26, 2020

A meeting of the Danbury Town Council was held at Danbury Library on Wednesday, February
26, 2020 at 7:00 P.M.
Present were Mayor Janet Whitt and Council Members Steve Shelton and Gary East. Also
present were Town Administrator Mike Barsness and Town Attorney Eugene Russell. Council
Members Dave Hoskins and Wendi Spraker were absent. Stokes County Commissioner Rick
Morris was also present.
Mayor Janet Whitt called the meeting to order at 7:02 P.M.
On motion of Steve Shelton, seconded by Gary East, it was unanimously
RESOLVED to approve the agenda as proposed.
Public comments: None
Council member comments: None
On motion of Gary East, seconded by Steve Shelton, it was unanimously
RESOLVED that the minutes of the January 22, 2020 meeting be approved.
On motion of Steve Shelton, seconded by Gary East, it was unanimously
RESOLVED that the Accounts Payable for January 23, 2020 to February 26, 2020 be
approved.
Mayor’s Report – Attended a meeting on February 24th and heard a presentation on the
challenges of protecting rural hospital viability.
Old Business – None.
New Business –
1.

County Commissioner Rick Morris made a presentation outlining the history of the
Danbury hospital, specifically the mechanism of oversight and the need to
decentralize the current system and form a “Hospital Operations Committee”
comprised of elected officials and at-large residents, the latter to be selected by
county commissioners. Mr. Morris asked the Council to be involved and select a
member to be on the committee.

On motion of Steve Shelton, seconded by Gary East, it was unanimously
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RESOLVED to appoint Council member Wendi Spraker to the Hospital Operations
Committee, pending her agreement.
2. The budget calendar was discussed. Projects for the upcoming fiscal year should be
identified by the March 25th meeting.
3. The street repair schedule for FY 2020-21 was discussed. Courthouse Circle (west
side) and South Mill Hill Street are scheduled for sealing. Camping Island Creek
Road will be graveled up to the sewer line. This will likely be covered by the annual
Powell Bill allocation and not likely to need a draw from the Powell Fund.
4. A report on the status of the pedestrian safety project was provided. Funding should
be released by August. It will take 5-8 weeks to complete. Traffic flow should not
need to be interrupted. NCDOT has visited the site and has no major concerns.
5. Plans continue to be developed for a large-item collection day in May or June.
Costs, coordination, limitations, and means of public notice are still being developed.
6. Steve Shelton provided a report from the Transportation Advisory Committee
meeting held on February 19th. All Danbury P5.0 projects have been moved forward
and included in the upcoming P6.0 round of scoring. The proposed Sheppard Mill
Road bridge project has been delayed until 2024 at the earliest.
7. Gary East nominated Steve Shelton to continue as the town primary member of the
TAC for the next calendar year. There was no objection.
8. Steve Shelton nominated Gary East to continue as the town alternate member of the
TAC for the next calendar year. There was no objection.
Administrator’s Report –
1. Preparing rules of order for the town council and planning board.
2. Duke Energy may be seeking an easement to cross Town property in order to provide
electricity to a proposed new home on North Mill Hill Street.
On motion of Gary East, seconded by Steve Shelton, it was unanimously
RESOLVED to enter closed session, per NCGS 143-318.11(a)(3), to consider a potential
claim or action. The time was 8:52 PM.
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On motion of Steve Shelton, seconded by Gary East, it was unanimously
RESOLVED to re-enter open session. The time was 9:07 PM.
On motion of Gary East, seconded by Steve Shelton, it was unanimously
RESOLVED to adjourn the meeting. The time was 9:08 PM.

______________________________________
Janet Whitt
Mayor
Attest:

___________________________________
Dianne B. Starnes
Town Clerk

