MINUTES
DANBURY TOWN COUNCIL
October 23, 2019

A meeting of the Danbury Town Council was held at Danbury Library on Wednesday, October
23, 2019 at 7:00 P.M.
Present were Mayor Janet Whitt and Council Members Steve Shelton, Wendi Spraker, and
Dave Hoskins. Also present were Town Administrator Mike Barsness and Town Attorney
Eugene Russell. Council Member Gary East was absent. Neill Caldwell represented Stokes
News.
Mayor Janet Whitt called the meeting to order at 7:04 P.M.
On motion of Dave Hoskins, seconded by Wendi Spraker, it was unanimously
RESOLVED to approve the agenda as proposed.
Public comments: None
Council member comments: Steve Shelton voiced displeasure over partisan political comments
expressed at the recent League meeting. His understanding was that this particular meeting
was meant to be a congenial gathering and not for expression of political differences. Steve
Shelton also wanted to be sure the Town was still planning a large-item pick up day in the
spring, which was confirmed.
On motion of Dave Hoskins, seconded by Wendi Spraker, it was unanimously
RESOLVED that the minutes of the September 25, 2019 meeting be approved.
On motion of Dave Hoskins, seconded by Steve Shelton, it was unanimously
RESOLVED that the Accounts Payable for September 26, 2019 to October 23, 2019 be
approved.
Mayor’s Report – Christmas in Danbury will occur on Sunday, December 8, 2019. Arts Council
activities will begin around 2:00 PM. Brandon Hooker will be performing at the museum. More
info to follow as it develops.
Old Business –
On motion of Dave Hoskins, seconded by Steve Shelton, it was unanimously
RESOLVED to adopt Ordinance 2019-03 regulating the discharge of firearms within the
town limits.
New Business –
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The Danbury Planning and Zoning Board met on Monday, October 21, 2019, to review and
discuss a request from John Turpin to amend the Zoning Ordinance to allow single-family
dwellings above or below businesses in B-districts. The Board found the request to be
consistent with the Town Comprehensive Plan, as well as reasonable and in the public interest.
The Board recommended the Town Council adopt the amendment.
On motion of Steve Shelton, seconded by Wendi Spraker, it was unanimously
RESOLVED to schedule a public hearing for Wednesday, December 4, 2019, to receive
comment on the proposed text amendment allowing single-family dwellings above or
below businesses in B-districts.
Town Council members discussed the appropriate timing of their votes following public hearings
and whether a policy is necessary to provide guidance. Mike Barsness will draft language for
review.
Council members were made aware that the disposal fee for recyclables had significantly
increased. The solid waste contractor had recently doubled the fee from $45.00 per ton to
$90.00 per ton. That increase occurred after the budget was approved and will require a budget
amendment in the near future.
Administrator’s Report –
1. The Town has been notified of a class action law suit, known as In re NATIONAL
PRESCRIPTION OPIATE LITIGATION. Council members were asked if they wanted to
expressly opt out of the suit or remain a part of the class. The Town Attorney provided
legal clarity prior to a decision to remain in the class.
2. Summer banners are deteriorating and will likely need replacing in the next couple
years. If not replaced by next summer, the number of banners available for display will
be reduced.
3. The Pedestrian Safety Project site plan is nearly complete. Given the current halt to all
NCDOT projects, they are still allowing us to continue with engineering, review, and
approval but no construction will occur until next spring at the earliest. The site plans will
be made available from Bowman and Bunn for our review in the near future before going
to NCDOT for their review and approval.
4. The fence at town hall has been removed. Materials will be ordered next week for its
replacement.
5. The new lighting behind the Arts Place was discussed. The lighting is quite bright,
especially for the residential properties to the east. This will be discussed with the
County.
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On motion of Dave Hoskins, seconded by Steve Shelton, it was unanimously
RESOLVED to adjourn the meeting at 7:45 PM.

______________________________________
Janet Whitt
Mayor
Attest:

___________________________________
Dianne B. Starnes
Town Clerk

