MINUTES
DANBURY TOWN COUNCIL
March 27, 2019

A meeting of the Danbury Town Council was held at Danbury Town Hall on Wednesday, March
27, 2019 at 7:00 P.M.
Present were Mayor Janet Whitt, Council Members Steve Shelton, Wendi Spraker and Gary
East. Council Member Dave Hoskins was absent. Also present were Town Administrator Mike
Barsness and Town Attorney Eugene Russell. Guests included Lou Jewell and Jane PriddyCharleville.
Mayor Janet Whitt called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M.
On motion of Gary East, seconded by Steve Shelton, it was unanimously
RESOLVED to approve the agenda as proposed.
Public comments: Jane Priddy-Charleville offered her concerns about the bright lights and
electronic sign at the fire department. Jane said she had previously complained about the lights
shining on her house. That problem had been corrected. Now the lights shine on the
Whipporwill Inn and the Retreat. The lights do not fit in Danbury and the sign is “Las Vegas”.
Used to come into town and see the beautiful Cherry trees. Now it is “industrialized”. Wants to
protect and maintain the “character of the town”. Would like to see re-energizing of John Watt
Wilson Month of Beautification (by resolution, May 2002). Finished her comments by stating that
council members are doing a great job. [NOTE: quotation marks are meant to indicate Ms.
Charleville’s exact wording and context and not to suggest any self-ascribed interpretation or
attitude of the writer.]
Lou Jewell expressed frustration over having his real estate sign removed by the fire
department (the sign had been located on private property). He wants to work with the Town to
find a suitable location.
Council Member comments: Steve Shelton expressed his desire to discuss the recent spate of
firearms discharges of in town. This will be a discussion item at a future town council meeting.
On motion of Steve Shelton, seconded by Wendi Spraker, it was unanimously
RESOLVED that the minutes of the February 27, 2019 meeting be approved.
On motion of Gary East, seconded by Steve Shelton, it was unanimously
RESOLVED that the Accounts Payable for February 28, 2019 to March 27, 2019 be
approved.
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Mayor’s Report – The next Stokes League meeting will be hosted by Town of Danbury and will be at the
Arts Place at 6:30 PM on Thursday, April 18, 2019.
Old Business – None
New Business –
1. Progress on the 2019-20 budget was presented. Factors that will affect expenditures were
provided.
2. A draft of the proposed Records Retention, Disposition and Disclosure Policy was distributed, as
well as the Resolution to adopt the State Municipal Records Retention and Disposition Schedule.
These drafts will be discussed at the next meeting.
Administrators Report –
1. Pedestrian Safety Project funding has been placed on the NC Board of Transportation agenda for
April 4, 2019.
2. Discussed the idea of not constructing typical sidewalk, curb and gutter in phase two of the
sidewalk project. Instead, construct a stamped, colored walkway following the old stone pathway
from Courthouse Circle to Sheep Rock Road. NCDOT will be advised to consider this as an
option to be assessed for funding.
3. In an effort to encourage business and solve on-street parking issues on Courthouse Circle, the
idea of a shared access easement at the rear of 109, 111, and 115 (for parking) is being
discussed.
4. Arts Council has applied for an ABC permit to sell beer and unfortified wine at special events.
On motion of Gary East, seconded by Wendi Spraker, it was unanimously
RESOLVED to adjourn the meeting at 8:48 PM.
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Janet Whitt
Mayor
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Dianne B. Starnes
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