MINUTES
DANBURY TOWN COUNCIL
January 23, 2019

A meeting of the Danbury Town Council was held at Danbury Town Hall on Wednesday,
January 23, 2019 at 7:00 P.M.
Present were Mayor Janet Whitt, Council Members Steve Shelton and Gary East. Council
Members Dave Hoskins and Wendi Spraker were absent. Also present were Town
Administrator Mike Barsness and Town Attorney Eugene Russell. Guests included Dr. Sam
Newsome and Will Carter. Carlton Newsome was present representing Stokes News.
Mayor Janet Whitt called the meeting to order at 7:20 P.M., once a quorum was attained.
On motion of Steve Shelton, seconded by Gary East, it was unanimously
RESOLVED to approve the agenda as proposed.
Public comments: None
Council Member comments: None
On motion of Steve Shelton, seconded by Gary East, it was unanimously
RESOLVED that the minutes of the December 5, 2018 meeting be approved.
On motion of Gary East, seconded by Steve Shelton, it was unanimously
RESOLVED that the Accounts Payable for December 6, 2018 to January 23, 2019 be
approved.
Mayor’s Report – Mayor Whitt commented on how well the recent quarterly Stokes League of
Governments meeting went. A great deal of information was exchanged from around the
county. The next League meeting will be hosted by Town of Danbury and will be at the Arts
Place at 6:30 PM on Thursday, April 18, 2019.
Old Business – None
New Business –
On motion of Steve Shelton, and with no objection, Gary East was elected as mayor pro
tempore for 2019.
Mike Barsness gave an update on the status of the pedestrian safety project. An overview of
the project was presented to county commissioners on 12/26/18 due to a need to remove a
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stairway in front of the old courthouse on county property. A temporary construction easement
would also be required by NCDOT. Commissioners voted unanimously to approve a resolution
in support of the request. The NC State Transportation Board will meet in the second week of
February to consider funding the project. If approved, an engineering firm can be hired to
develop the site plan at an estimated cost of $18,000-$20,000.
On motion of Steve Shelton, seconded by Gary East, it was unanimously
RESOLVED to adopt Resolution 2019-01 exempting, per 143-64.32, surveying and
engineering services from public policy requirements of 143-64.31.
On motion of Gary East, seconded by Steve Shelton, it was unanimously
RESOLVED to approve, subject to state funding approval, the hiring of Bunn-Bowman
Surveying & Engineering to develop a site plan for the pedestrian safety project at an
estimated cost of $18,000-$20,000.
On motion of Gary East, and with no objection, Steve Shelton was reappointed as
Transportation Advisory Committee member for 2019.
On motion of Steve Shelton, and with no objection, Gary East was reappointed as Alternate
Transportation Advisory Committee member for 2019.
On motion of Steve Shelton, seconded by Gary East, it was unanimously
RESOLVED to approve an appropriation to the Stokes County Historical Society of
$250.00 for operating and maintenance expenditures during the remainder of the 201819 fiscal year.
.
Administrators Report –
1. Sheppard Mill Bridge project update – County Commissioners voted to support leaving
the existing bridge open during construction of the new structure. NCDOT is evaluating
the options of placing the new bridge south of the current one or constructing a
temporary bridge that will not permanently eliminate the ballfield and open space. The
half-bridge option is apparently no longer viable.
2. Pedestrian plan, “phase 2”, the sidewalk from Courthouse Circle to the Sheppard Mill
Road intersection is in the planning phase. NCDOT is attempting to improve the
chances for better scoring and ultimate funding.
3. Removal of garbage carts from the street after collection was discussed. The Town
Solid Waste Collection Ordinance does not address timely removal. This will be
discussed more when all members can be present.
4. The mid-year revenue picture was addressed. Ad valorem taxes are down due to
personal property tax depreciation. While year-end revenues are predicted to be down
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5. about 5% year-over-year, there should still be an approximate 8% revenue surplus at
budget closeout.
6. Fire Department has tilted and redirected its new yard lights in an effort to address a
complaint about brightness at night.
7. A letter has been sent to Lou Jewell of United Country Real Estate regarding their illegal
sign at the intersection of Main Street and Retreat Run. The sign sits on private property
without property owner permission or permit from the Town.
On motion of Gary East, seconded by Steve Shelton, it was unanimously
RESOLVED to adjourn the meeting at 8:00 PM.

______________________________________

Janet Whitt
Mayor
Attest:

___________________________________
Dianne B. Starnes
Town Clerk

