MINUTES
DANBURY TOWN COUNCIL
September 26, 2018

A meeting of the Danbury Town Council was held at Danbury Town Hall on Wednesday,
September 26, 2018 at 7:00 p.m.
Present were Mayor Janet Whitt, Council Members Steve Shelton, Wendi Spraker and Gary
East. Also present were Town Administrator Mike Barsness and Town Attorney Eugene
Russell. Council Member Dave Hoskins was absent. Guests present included Rex and Judy
Rouse, Dr. Sam Newsome, Rick Morris, and Carlson Newsome from Stokes News.
Mayor Janet Whitt called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.
On motion of Steve Shelton, seconded by Gary East, it was unanimously
RESOLVED that the agenda be amended to include a discussion regarding the town
Christmas tree lighting event.
Public comments: None
Council Member comments: None
On motion of Wendi Spraker, seconded by Steve Shelton, it was unanimously
RESOLVED that the minutes of the August 22, 2018 meeting be approved.
On motion of Gary East, seconded by Steve Shelton, it was unanimously
RESOLVED that the Accounts Payable for August 23, 2018 to September 26, 2018 be
approved.
Mayor’s Report – Mayor Whitt thanked the council members who volunteered to work the
parade this year. It was a great success. Will continue to encourage more float entries. Steve
Shelton voiced concern for children once again riding 4-wheelers. The mayor reminded
everyone of the upcoming quarterly league meeting on Thursday, October 4, 2018, at 6:30 PM
at the Government Center.
Old Business – None
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New Business –
Audit Report – Rex Rouse provided his annual report on the Town’s finances. The financial
position is very good for being a small town.
Christmas Program – Steve Shelton spoke of being approached by concerned attendees who
questioned the religious tone of the event. Also the focus on military. This will be an agenda
item for the October meeting.
Sheppard Mill Bridge Project – NCDOT is asking for the Town’s preference regarding
construction options:
1. Demolish the old structure and build in-place (8-12 mo.);
2. Demolish half/build half keeping one lane open (18-24 mo.);
3. Build entire bridge beside old one and then demolish (time required unsure).
Other issues:
1. Ten foot pedestrian/bicycle lane on north side of bridge; or
2. Five foot sidewalks on both sides and wider travel lanes for vehicles and bicycles;
3. Continue the sidewalks to the intersection?
Discussion followed. We need to provide a preference within the next 7-10 days. NCDOT will
make the final decision but wants input from the Town and emergency services.
Road Closure Resolution – On motion of Steve Shelton, seconded by Gary East, it was
unanimously
RESOLVED to approve the temporary closure of a portion of Courthouse Circle to allow
construction of parking spaces.
Administrator’s Report:
1. Town administrator has contacted NCDOT about a large amount of tree debris
being dumped into Scott Branch. DOT will evaluate the potential impact on the
adjacent roadway and culvert.
2. The recent rainstorms have opened up a sinkhole at 103 Meadow Road. The
catch basin has washed away and the road could be threatened soon.
On motion of Wendi Spraker, seconded by Steve Shelton, it was unanimously
RESOLVED to authorize an expenditure to an amount necessary to accomplish the
immediate repair of the catch basin. Council members are to be conferred with once the
estimate is acquired.
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3. There is no progress on replacing the Courthouse culvert. NCDOT is apparently
not ready to proceed. An additional repair estimate will be obtained from a
private contractor.
4. Council was asked to think about imposing a flat tax on vehicles in order to help
fund street repairs and pedestrian improvements. It would be the equivalent of
1.5 cents ad valorem.
5. The plan to acquire a part of the Historical Society will require a new survey.
Estimates will be available soon.
6. The Town pest control contractor has observed signs of past termite activity
under town hall. Cost to treat will be $648.00 and will be effective for 10 years.
This will be placed on the October agenda.
7. The Town has complied with Session Law 2018-69 by submitting a list of all
ordinances with criminal penalties.
8. The garbage contractor is now charging a recycling disposal fee of $18.00 per
month to cover their additional cost.
On motion of Gary East, seconded by Wendi Spraker, it was unanimously
RESOLVED to enter closed session to discuss a personnel matter per NCGS 143318.11(a)(6). The time was 8:40 PM.
On motion of Steve Shelton, seconded by Wendi Spraker, it was unanimously
RESOLVED to return to open session. The time was 9:02 PM.
On motion of Gary East, seconded by Wendi Spraker, it was unanimously
RESOLVED to adjourn the meeting at 9:03 PM.

______________________________________
Janet Whitt
Mayor
Attest:

___________________________________
Dianne B. Starnes
Town Clerk

