MINUTES
DANBURY TOWN COUNCIL
January 24, 2018

A meeting of the Danbury Town Council was held at Danbury Town Hall on Wednesday,
January 24, 2018 at 7:00 p.m.
Present were Mayor Janet Whitt; Council Members Gary East, Dave Hoskins and Steve
Shelton. Also present were Town Administrator Mike Barsness and Town Attorney Eugene
Russell. Council Member Wendi Spraker and Town Clerk Dianne Starnes were absent. C.W.
Hill was present as a guest.
Mayor Janet Whitt called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.
On motion of Steve Shelton, seconded by Dave Hoskins, it was unanimously
RESOLVED that the agenda be approved.
Public comments: None
Council Member comments: None
On motion of Gary East, seconded by Steve Shelton, it was unanimously
RESOLVED that the minutes of the December 6, 2017 meeting be approved.
On motion of Steve Shelton, seconded by Gary East, it was unanimously
RESOLVED that the Accounts Payable for December 7, 2017 to January 24, 2018 be
approved.
Mayor’s Report – Mayor Whitt asked that since the holidays were over we decide soon what the
future of the annual parade will be.
Old Business: None
New Business:
Mayor Whitt administered the Oath of Office to Council member Dave Hoskins. Due to
scheduling problems this was delayed from December 6, 2017.
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C.W. Hill addressed the Council and presented the Town with a mahogany secretary, circa
1890, that had belonged to Thomas W. Bickett, one of the original attorneys practicing law in
what is now our town hall. He had also been elected Governor and served from 1917-1921.
Gary East nominated Steve Shelton to serve another year as the Town representative on the
Technical Advisory Committee of NWP Rural Planning Organization. Unanimous agreement.
Dave Hoskins nominated Gary East to serve another year as the Town alternate representative
on the Technical Advisory Committee of NWP Rural Planning Organization. Unanimous
agreement.
Steve Shelton gave a brief report from the most recent TAC meeting. He reconfirmed that the
Gateway Project was on the list for special NCDOT funding.
On motion of Steve Shelton, seconded by Dave Hoskins, it was unanimously
RESOLVED to approve the temporary repair of the sinkhole on Courthouse Circle by
NCDOT at an estimated cost of $1500.00.
On motion of Steve Shelton, seconded by Dave Hoskins, it was unanimously
RESOLVED to have NCDOT provide a permanent repair to the damaged culvert and
associated sinkhole on Courthouse Circle during the current fiscal year.
On motion of Dave Hoskins, seconded by Gary East, it was unanimously
RESOLVED to send the proposed revised Abandoned, Junk and Nuisance Vehicle Ordinance
to a public hearing on February 28, 2018.
Town Administrator explained the latest revisions to a proposed Parking Ordinance. This
proposal is an update and expansion of an existing ordinance that was adopted in 1991. This
will be moved to the February agenda for more discussion.
Town Administrator provided Council with new snow removal guidelines for contractors who are
providing the service for the Town. Guidelines had been verbal in the past.
Administrator’s Report;
1. Zoning Ordinance Article XIV – Signs has been in redevelopment for over a year and is
now being considered by the Planning Board. A recommendation will be provided at the
February Council Meeting.
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2. As a result of a recent survey, it looks like property owners (not the Town) own the
sidewalk in front of the Marshall building and others along Courthouse Circle. No
document has been located to suggest control was transferred to the Town.
3. The budget is in good overall shape. Adjustments will be necessary due to increased
garbage costs.
4. The Marshall Building parking lot may no longer be accessible to BOE employees. This
has created an immediate need to create a short-term/long-term plan to develop new
parking options in the area near Courthouse Circle. Working with interim county
manager Jake Oakley to begin working on the problem.
5. Working on an alternative to the Town web site. A Word Press template is being built
and is in a beta form. No cost yet but it is estimated that the cost will be approximately
$400-$500 to complete, if we move ahead on it.
On motion of Gary East, seconded by Dave Hoskins, it was unanimously
RESOLVED that the meeting be adjourned at 9:03 PM.

______________________________________
Janet Whitt
Mayor

Attest:

___________________________________
Dianne B. Starnes
Town Clerk

